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The Seattle Symphony and Opera Players’ Organization Reaches an Agreement with the 
Seattle Symphony Orchestra and the Seattle Opera During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
The Seattle Symphony and Opera Players’ Organization (SSOPO), the union representing the 
Musicians of the Seattle Symphony Orchestra (SSO), has reached an agreement with their two 
Employers, the SSO and the Seattle Opera (Opera), that maintains all non-salary benefits for the 
Musicians while they are furloughed from April 13 to June 1, 2020, due to the COVID-19 global 
pandemic. This agreement was reached collaboratively without either Employer waiving their 
commitments unilaterally.  
 
Responsive to the financial reality of their Employers, the Musicians voted to make this 
unprecedented salary concession as negotiated by the SSOPO’s Orchestra Committee with the 
two Employers, respectively, in order to ensure the financial future of the SSO and Opera while 
they are unable to perform concerts. Despite not receiving their salary for the next seven 
weeks, the SSOPO Musicians will continue to bring music to the world community by voluntarily 
recording and releasing solos and chamber music online, in addition to permitting the 
Employers’ streaming of captured performances. 
 
Thank you for continuing to support your SSOPO Musicians during this worldwide crisis. We will 
continue to support you with the healing power of music through our growing digital library of 
performances while you remain safely in your homes. 
 
Follow the SSOPO and find links to our Musicians’ digital content below: 
 

• Website: SSOPO.org 
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/ssopo.musicians 
• Twitter: @SSOPOorg 
• Instagram: http://www.instagram.com/sso_players_organization 
• YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCgzFc2R31lSvwxvSisqGSOQ 


